


Chad Sila, MD - Director, Radiation Oncology

Dr. Sila graduated Summa Cum Laude from the University of California-Riverside with a degree in Biological Sciences.
He earned his medical degree from Loma Linda University School of Medicine where he graduated among the top 1%
of his class.  He completed his residency in Radiation Oncology at Loma Linda University where he served as Chief
Resident.  He additionally scored in the top 1% of all radiation oncology Residents on the American College of
Radiology in-service examination.  During his training, he presented research on Glioblastomas and Arteriovenous

Malformation at the American Society for Therapeutic Radiation Oncology (ASTRO) annual
meetings.

Following graduation, Dr. Sila completed additional subspecialty training in MRI-
based HDR brachytherapy, Stereotactic Radiosurgery and Stereotactic Body

Radiation Therapy at the University of California San Diego Moores Cancer
Center.

Dr. Sila places a special emphasis on the mental and spiritual care of his
patients.  He is a firm advocate of the concept of “whole person care,”
believing that medicine is best practiced by compassionate, caring
physicians who combine strong clinical acumen and cutting edge

technology with an understanding of the unique psychosocial
needs of patients. 

Palm Imaging Institute is proud to partner with Dr. Sila
in the field of Radiation Oncology and in the care of our
entire Inland Empire community. 



Our Commitment To You
Palm Imaging’s Radiation Treatment Center offers the newest and the Inland Empire’s best approach in
helping you fight cancer through the use of radiation. 

Our treatment program offers you an integrated, advanced form of IMRT (Intensity Modulated Radiation
Therapy). Because your body can change from day to day, IMRT will help your doctor make immediate
adjustments to allow for tumor movement or shrinkage, weight loss and more.

Andrea Nielsen, RT - Radiation Therapist
Andrea is a health care professional skilled in the art and science of medical radiation treatment
delivery.   Her dedication and focus is evident in the care she provides to our patients; and her
skill is evident in the execution of the treatment plan.  Andrea is a graduate of Loma Linda
University and has been a Radiation Therapist for 20 years.  

Tim Carroll, MS, DABR, RSO - Physicist
Tim Carroll is a board certified medical physicist with 20 years of radiation therapy experience.
He is also an authorized medical physicist in the state of California who has performed over
1000 HDR procedures.  His specialties are High Dose Rate Radiation Therapy, SBRT and
IMRT planning. 

Lori Hernandez - Medical Assistant / Radiation Therapy Assistant
Lori has spent 16 years delivering compassionate patient care.  She has been part of the Palm
Imaging Institute team for over 8 years and works closely with patients and physicians to
establish trust and quality of care. 

Paul Rodriguez, BS RT(T) - Dosimetrist
Paul graduated from California State University, Long Beach with a degree in Radiation
Therapy. He has been in the field of Radiation Therapy for the past 17 years as both a lead
therapist in several departments as well as a dosimetrist. 



At Palm Imaging Institute, we utilize the most
advanced, state-of-the-art technology and
equipment to plan and deliver treatment. The
department boasts a Varian EX linear accelerator
with Image Guidance (IGRT) and IMRT
capability, a Philips AcQSim CT-scanner and
industry-leading Eclipse 3-dimensional treatment
planning system. Our linear accelerator and
computer-controlled image guidance systems are
fully integrated for a seamless radiation therapy
process. 

Our linear accelerator offers dual modalities,
delivering both photon and electron radiation at
different energy levels. This allows us to
customize the radiation treatment for each
individual patient. We also have access to the
most up-to-date imaging technology, including
MRI, PET/CT fusion to precisely separate the
cancerous tumor from normal, healthy tissue,
thereby minimizing the risk of unwanted side
effects.

We also offer HDR-brachytherapy for the
treatment of breast, gynecologic malignancies
and skin cancer. Advanced Partial Breast
Irradiation is a localized form of radiation
treatment (brachytherapy) that involves the
insertion of a radioactive "seed" to kill breast
cancer cells that may remain after lumpectomy
surgery. APBI delivers a highly effective dose of
radiation while greatly reducing treatment time
from six weeks to just one week. Also, reducing
the radiation exposure of important normal
tissues, including the heart and lungs. 

Gynecological treatments allow us to deliver a
higher dose to the target after completing
External Beam Radiation, further increasing
outcome success. HDR brachytherapy allows a
more custom, direct radiation dose delivery to the
surface with rapid falloff, thereby aiming to
maximally spare adjacent, deeper healthy tissues.
The treatment is pain-free and non-invasive.
Treatment is usually delivered twice a week over
several minutes. 

Varian 21EX
L I N E A R  A C C E L E R A T O R



Personalized Patient Care

• Palm Imaging’s IMRT system lets your radiation
oncology team design a personalized treatment plan
for you and adjust it at any time during your course
of treatment.

• Your treatment program is adaptable at any point in
order to best deliver the right dosage, in the right
place, at the right time.

• Therapy can be done in combination with surgery,
chemotherapy and other medications to attack your
cancer in many ways at once.

• Radiation Therapy treats a board range of cancers,all
over the body, but is especially effective for head and
neck, pancreatic, left-sided breast, anal and rectal
cancers.

Varian 21EX Linear Accelerator 
The Varian Linear Accelerator architecture enables us to
treat advanced cases more efficiently and more
accurately. 

• Shorter & More Focused Radiation Treatments
• Precision Tumor Accuracy
• On-Board Imager For Complete Patient

Positioning

Radiation Treatments:
• IMRT - Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy
• 3D Conformal Radiation Therapy
• Skin Cancer Electron Treatment (HDR)
• Internal High & Low Dose Brachytherapy



What to expect during your
journey through Radiation
Therapy.
Each patient’s treatment course is uniquely their own.
Knowing what to expect before you begin treatment will
ease your mind and allow you to focus on recovery.  The
process of radiation oncology can be separated into the
following five categories:

Consultation
A consultation is a type of evaluation and management
service provided by a physician at the request of another
physician or appropriate source. The outcome of the
consultation will be to either recommend care for a
specific condition or problem, or determine whether to
accept ongoing management of your entire care or for the
care of a specific condition or problem.  The physician,
as part of this process, will review the pertinent
radiographs, pathology reports, patient complaints, and
physical findings and make his/her recommendations.  

Preparing for treatment
This phase in the process of care includes clinical
treatment planning and simulation services. 

Clinical treatment planning 
Clinical treatment planning is the initial step in preparing
for radiation oncology treatment. The planning stage is a
very important phase in the process of care. The radiation
oncologist uses information obtained from your clinical
evaluation at the time of the initial consultation, as well
as request additional tests, studies, and procedures that
may be required to complete the treatment plan.    

Also during this step, clinical treatment planning involves
determining the disease-bearing areas, identifying the
type and method of radiation treatment delivery,
specifying areas to be treated, selecting radiation
treatment techniques, and specifying dose and duration
of therapy. 

Simulation
Simulation is the process of defining relevant normal and
abnormal target anatom and acquiring the images and
data necessary to develop the optimal radiation treatment
process. Utilizing simulation equipment, the exact
treatment position is defined. This may include marking
the area to be treated on the skin, aligning the body with
localization lasers, and/or designing immobilization
devices to ensure precise patient positioning. Each port
or field is visualized in reference to the proper landmarks.
Documentation of the size, angle, distance, and other
working parameters are recorded during simulation
which may be performed more than once during a course
of treatment.

Medical radiation physics,
dosimetry, planning, treatment
devices and special services 
During this phase, a mathematical computation of the
specific radiation dose at a particular point is developed.
The radiation oncology team develops the appropriate
dosimetry calculations and isodose plan, builds treatment
devices to refine treatment delivery and performs any
other special services required for the precision of dose
delivery.     The physician, with the assistance of a
qualified medical physicist, prescribes, supervises,
designs, reviews, and clinically confirms all aspects of
each activity in this phase of care. 

Radiation treatment delivery. 
Radiation treatment is delivered using either a type of
external beam radiation or brachytherapy and includes
various methods, modalities and complexities. The
physician is responsible for verification and
documentation of the accuracy of treatment delivery as
related to the initial treatment planning and setup
procedure. 

Follow-up care management  
Follow-up care is the last phase in the process of care.
Continued care is appropriately provided by the radiation
oncologist to monitor for tumor recurrence. 






